
Carol Petranek of Gurnee said she brought between 40 and 50 cans of food to the event. 
“I think this is really a fun way for kids to donate food to the (township) pantry. I opened my own pantry and had 
so much, I knew I could give some of it away,” she said. 
As the audience filled the 600-seat auditorium, one little girl said she expected to see “flying people,” while 
another said he expects “lots of magic.” “I know there will be magic for all ages,” said one man. 
Entertainers Mark and Susan Holstein emceed the event. They’ve appeared on television, at Shedd Aquarium and 
numerous other venues. 
Other magicians included Big Bob Coleman, named 2008 America’s Funniest Magician; Zion native Bill Blagg, 
who thrills audiences with illusions on TV and stage; Joe Diamond, a featured street performer at Six Flags Great 
America who began performing in Puerto Rico, Canada, Las Vegas and on television; “Circus Boy” Bobby Hunt, 
a popular variety performer; Fizbin Xanatos, whose act incorporates magic and storytelling; and Vaudeville in 
Vogue with Jake Prosek and Angel Tuider, who began performing as children. 
Among the pre-show entertainers were Marshall Philyaw of Round Lake Beach, known as the Grand Marshal of 
Magic; “Doc,” a storyteller, magician and fire-eater; Adam Germann, who started his magic career in seventh 
grade; and retired Gurnee Fire Department Battalion Chief Barry Henby. 
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